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Omaha city council 

Omahans paraded to the City Council podium 

Tuesday to support a municipal land bank, and the council voted unanimously to create one. 

The supporters included neighborhood groups, nonprofit housing developers, the Greater Omaha 

Chamber of Commerce, a Mutual of Omaha Bank official, the advocacy group OTOC and a 

private company that buys tax certificates on foreclosed properties. 

They urged the council to create the Omaha Municipal Land Bank as a way to deal with the 

chronic problem of vacant, dilapidated houses that have plagued Omaha neighborhoods for 

years, beyond the reach of private investment and city enforcement. 

The land bank will have the authority to buy or accept donations of tax-delinquent, run-down, 

abandoned houses, vacant lots and other problem properties, then sell them for redevelopment. 

The new public organization will be run by a seven-member board, appointed by the Omaha 

mayor. The board must include members from all seven City Council districts. 

Enabling Nebraska state legislation mandates that the board have members representing the real 

estate business, banking, a chamber of commerce and a nonprofit affordable housing 

corporation. 

The land bank will be funded by a variety of sources, including city money, proceeds from the 

sale of properties, a portion of the property taxes from the properties and private donations. 

Omaha Mayor Jean Stothert’s proposed 2015 budget includes $150,000 for initial operations. 

City Council President Pete Festersen called it an example of “great public-private partnerships” 

that Omaha creates when it faces a compelling need. 

City Councilman Ben Gray said the state legislation and Omaha’s ordinance have been under 

study for three years. 

It’s not perfect, he said, but it can make a significant difference, Gray said. 

To illustrate the problem, Gray showed the council photographs of vacant houses with busted-out 

windows and doors amid forests of weeds. He said the properties are near the NorthStar 

Foundation’s new after-school center for boys and a YMCA. The houses have languished that 

way for years, Gray said. 



Spencer Danner backed the ordinance in his professional capacity. He’s the Community 

Reinvestment Act lending adviser for Mutual of Omaha Bank. Danner added a personal note as 

well. He said his children have regularly passed a burned-out house en route to school at King 

Science and Technology Magnet Center. 

The demolition of abandoned and condemned buildings is too slow, Danner said. 

“This initiative alone could be one of the greatest Omaha ordinances in the past decade,” he said. 

Critics, including property owners and tax watchdogs, raised yellow flags about potential 

corruption and warned of government competition with private business. 

The Nebraska Taxpayers for Freedom strongly opposes the land bank, said its president, Doug 

Kagan. 

John Chatelain, president of the Metropolitan Omaha Property Owners Association, said the land 

bank might help address problems, but he thought that the ordinance had been rushed and that 

the association had been left out of deliberations. He urged delay. 

The council was in no mood for delay, after two hours of public testimony. 

“You can look for ghosts behind every door,” Councilman Chris Jerram said. 

The Nebraska Legislature passed the land bank bill unanimously, he said, and a “very 

conservative” Gov. Dave Heineman signed it. 

“The need is great to address properties that the market has abandoned,” Jerram said. 

 


