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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Why doesn’t the City of Omaha just enforce existing regulations? 

Yale Park.  Omaha does not enforce the minimum housing standard without a complaint.  Tenants are 

afraid to file complaints for many reasons.  This results in widespread substandard living conditions and 

human suffering.  A new layer of inspections, on a proactive basis, is essential to get the city into all rental 

properties to enforce minimum standards for all. 

 

Why should good landlords have to pay for the poor behavior of bad landlords? 

All restaurants are inspected, not just bad ones.  We expect the same for rental properties because it is a 

business.  Inspections of all properties is necessary to identify all poorly maintained properties.  

Registration and inspection programs minimize the time and costs on good landlords by random sampling 

in multi-unit properties, using a three-year cycle, and inspecting properties with a good track record less 

often. Modest registration fees on all rental properties are a stable, efficient, and legal funding stream, to be 

used just for the proactive system.  In contrast, collecting punitive fees from just the bad landlords would 

be less stable and more likely to leave the taxpayers funding the inspections. 

 

Won’t this be too expensive? I heard it would cost more than $20 Million a year with 100 new inspectors. 

Mayor Stothert wrote a letter to the Unicameral Urban Affairs Committee saying the City would have to 

hire 113 inspectors at a cost of over $20 million per year.  This astounding number could only be generated 

by assuming the City would inspect 90,000 rental units annually.  But no such proposal exists.  LB 85 

proposes that the city exempt certain properties that are already inspected and to inspect a random sampling 

of units at a multi-unit property. OTOC’s research indicates that the city would have to hire between 9 and 

13 new inspectors to inspect about 13,000 properties each year, or 40,000 over a three- year cycle. The 

city’s Chief Housing Inspector, Scott Lane testified he would have to hire 8 to 15 new inspectors under LB 

85’s three-year cycle with sampling of multi-unit properties.   

 

What if your projections are wrong and the City can’t finish in three years?  What about cost overruns? 

The cycle still would be completed within the given budget, but in three and a half or four years.  Council 

Bluffs and La Vista found the rate of inspection failures and the number of complaints declined over time.  

The system becomes more efficient as long as staffing remains consistent. 

 

Doesn’t a consent decree prevent the city from adopting proactive inspections? 

No.  The 2015 consent decree lays out the standard operating procedures for complaint-based inspections.  

Proactive inspections would be a new layer of code enforcement outside of the consent decree.  The Law 

Department and Planning Departments were clear in assuring the City Council that the consent decree 

would absolutely not preclude future systems of registration and inspection such as already existed in La 

Vista. (See Omaha World-Herald, January 25, 2015 and video of City Council meeting) 

 

Council Bluffs recently lost a lawsuit for overcharging for inspections.  Doesn’t that show that proactive 

inspections don’t work? 

In 2015 Council Bluffs switched from self-inspection by landlords to proactive city inspections.  The 

lawsuit was about their old system.  The court ruled that registration fees were too high in the old system, 

given that the city wasn’t actually doing the inspections (Omaha World-Herald, December 14, 2018).  The 

court judgement had nothing to do with proactive inspections. 

http://www.otoc.org/
mailto:otocfornebraska@gmail.com

